
Course Descriptions 
Winter/Spring 2010 

 
 

Art  
 
 
Art and Stories                            W            Bates       12:20-1:20        K,1  
Instructor: Susan Butts  
In this class the instructor will read aloud an engaging storybook with wonderful 
illustrations.  Authors of some of the books include Eric Carle, Jan Brett, Maryann 
Cocca-Leffler, Arnold Lobel and Kevin Henkes.  Following the story will be a creative 
art project which reflects a theme or subject within the story.  Projects will include 
working with tissue paper, buttons and beads, Cray-pas and paints, colorful seeds 
and more!  Many of these storybooks and projects are favorites of a fabulous 
elementary school teacher of over thirty years.  ($125)  
 
 
Paper Art                                      W           Bates      1:30-2:30         2-5  
Instructor: Susan Butts  
Come and enjoy the endless possibilities of working with an array of papers to create 
beautiful paper art projects.  We will make clever, cut-paper holiday garlands and 
cards, unique wrapping papers, eye-catching mosaics, colorful paper flowers, festive 
jewelry and more!   ($125)   
 
 
Wooden Toys and Crafts            Th          Bates            3:20-4:20       K,1,2  
Instructor: Bob LeDuc  
Students will build old-fashioned wooden projects in a safe, structured environment 
using hammers, screwdrivers, paint and a lot of imagination.  Students will learn 
how to be creative with building projects by using their minds to think about the 
assembly process.  Each week students will take home a project including rubber 
band powered wooden toys, musical banks and many more. New projects, for those 
that are interested, include accessories for American Girl dolls and Webkins, 
including four-poster beds, picnic tables, swings, hammocks, skateboards and more. 
($125)  
 
 
Woodworking                               Th           Bates            4:30-5:30       3,4,5  
Instructor: Bob LeDuc  
Students will build old-fashioned wooden projects in a safe, structured environment 
using hammers, screwdrivers, paint and a lot of imagination.  Students will learn 
how to be creative with building projects by using their minds to think about the 
assembly process.  Each week students will take home a project including musical 
banks, ladderback chair, wheelbarrow planter, double wing biplane and many more. 
The projects in this class are designed for the older child.  ($125)  
 
 
 
 



 
***Back by Popular Demand to Teach this Class*** 
Cartooning                       W         Fiske     12:20-1:50        3,4,5 
Instructor: Pat Arena 
Learn to draw today’s favorite cartoons from a seasoned artist.  Learn how to use 
various art materials and techniques and even some tricks-of-the-trade.  Create your 
own cartoon characters and more.  One of your favorite cartoons will be drawn step 
by step in the class drawalongs…. Then it is yours!   This class will meet every other 
week.  ($145)   
 
 
 

Chess  
 
 
Chess Club                                       F             Upham          3:20-4:20         K-5  
Instructor: James Della Selva  
This class is intended for all who have had chess experience and would like the 
opportunity to improve their play and continued instruction and participation. 
Tournaments are optional.  Trophies are awarded to all students.  Designed for all 
ages to further student's interest, to sharpen their skills and to have fun!  ($125)  
 
 
 
 
 

Cooking    

 
 
Cupcakes, Cookies and More!         F           Bates            3:20-4:20       3,4,5  
Instructor: Susan Butts                  F           Bates            4:30-5:30       K,1,2  
If you love creating, decorating and eating sweets, then this class is for you!  You 
will learn to decorate cakes, cupcakes and creative cookies, learn how to make 
holiday treats, and discover many ways to make inexpensive and edible gifts. Join us 
for this fun class and you won't leave hungry.  ($125)  
 
 
 
 

First Aid  
 
 
Home Alone                        W  March 3     Schofield         12:20-2:20      3,4,5  
Instructor: Beth Oleson     Th  March 4     Bates        3:20-5:20 3,4,5 
This workshop prepares children for the time they will be "home alone".  It includes 
simple rules and procedures for responsible self-care that are valuable for all 
children.  Topics include: answering the phone, door answering procedures, accident 
prevention, first aid, and personal safety information.  Class size will be limited to 
enhance group discussion.  One day workshop.  ($25)  
 



Mother's Helper Workshop        W  March 10    Upham      12:20-2:20     3,4,5  
Instructor: Beth Oleson  
This class helps you start on the road to babysitting.  Learn the basic rules of child 
care, first aid, child development, discipline and diapering.  Bring your own doll and 
passion for a job that will bring you much enjoyment.  ($25)  
 
 

Journalism 
   
Newspaper Reporting           F  Hunnewell    3:20-4:20     3,4,5 
Instructor: Rebecca Sher 
In this class, kids will be “hired” as reporters for the Kids’ Time News, an exciting 
weekly newsletter filled with all the latest happenings, musings, surveys, 
commentaries, poems, advertisements, jokes, illustrations and comics.  Each week, 
editors will provide a list of story ideas to reporters (just as is done in real 
newspapers), as reporters arrive to write their weekly columns.  Kids may choose, 
for example, to interview their school principal or school custodian or to conduct a 
survey on favorite meals or movies. They may have some jokes to offer, a poem, or 
even an illustration or cartoon.  The editors will advise, assist, and, of course, edit 
and print the paper to be available for distribution the following week.  No special 
skills required, just an eagerness to publish.  ($125) 
 
 
 

Photography 
 
Photography               W   Hunnewell  12:20-1:20   1,2 
Instructor: Rebecca Sher 
If you love taking pictures, this class is for you!  Explore photography and make 
pictures and collages to take home and treasure.  Examples of projects:  Sun print 
pictures using objects, digital print “story-telling” and photo puzzle pictures.  
Students should bring their own digital cameras to class though there may be an 
extra provided by the instructor. ($125) 
 
(Disposable and waterproof cameras are perfect for children because they are 
generally inexpensive and unbreakable.  A kid camera can cost anywhere from $4-
$20 or more depending on what you are buying.  To save money you can always buy 
used or refurbished cameras at a discount.  Remember that occasionally all children 
have “butter fingers” and will drop the camera, so buy something that is kid friendly 
with a tough exterior in case it is dropped.) 
 
 
Photography  W   Hunneweil  1:30-2:30  3,4,5 
Instructor: Rebecca Sher 
This class puts kids behind the camera.  Come learn about cameras and how to use 
them.  One week, we’ll explore the outdoors using cameras to “frame” what we see.  
Another week, we’ll make a sun print using special solar photo paper and found 
objects.  You’ll learn fun ways to use your camera, compose and present your 
pictures.  Students should bring their own digital cameras to class although there 
may be an extra provided by the instructor.  ($125) 



 
(Disposable and waterproof cameras are perfect for children because they are 
generally inexpensive and unbreakable.  A kid camera can cost anywhere from $4-
$20 or more depending on what you are buying.  To save money you can always buy 
used or refurbished cameras at a discount.  Remember that occasionally all children 
have “butter fingers” and will drop the camera, so buy something that is kid friendly 
with a tough exterior in case it is dropped.) 
 
 
 

Science and Nature  

 
   
Mad Science ®                         W          Hardy            12:20-1:20      K,1,2  
           W          Hardy  1:30-2:30    3,4,5 
Instructor: Mad Science of Greater Boston  
“Crazy Chemworks!” 
Join the Mad Science hands-on science fun.  We’re crazy about science...and hope 
you are too!  In this program, we’ll have a blast exploring chemistry and how it 
affects the world around us.  There will be exciting hands-on activities, spectacular 
demonstrations, and inquiry-based discussions.  We’ll learn about the tools scientists 
use in their laboratories; atoms, molecules, and reactions; acids and bases; and 
fluorescence and phosphorescence. We’ll also examine and investigate super sticky 
things by exploring suction, hydrogen bonding and static cling and see some very 
cool dry ice demonstrations! The best part is that each week we’ll be able to continue 
the science fun at home with our very own lab ware take-homes! ($125)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sewing  

 
 
Knitting                                      W             Upham          12:20-1:20      K,1  
Instructor: Susan Hill  
Make a cozy blanket for your favorite stuffed animal or doll as you learn to cast on, 
count your stitches and cast off while knitting your first project.  Use the same 
techniques to make a small purse. ($125)  
 
 
Knitting II                                  W             Upham          1:30-2:30         1-5    
Instructor: Susan Hill  
Knitting II is open to grades 1-5 or those students who have successfully completed 
Knitting I or have a little knitting experience.  Students will learn additional stitches 
and techniques as they knit a scarf or a hat.  Knitting between classes is strongly 
encouraged.  ($125)  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sports & Fitness  

 
 
Fencing                                        W           Hunnewell       12:20-1:20       2-3  
Instructor: Carol Simpson          W           Hunnewell        1:20-2:20         4-5  
This course will introduce students to the basics of foil and epec fencing in a safe 
environment.  Emphasis will be on proper skill development, sportsmanship and 
personal growth.  Introduction to electric scoring fencing as is used in the Olympics. 
All equipment is provided.  Carol has over 20 years of coaching experience.  ($125)  
 
 
 
Youth Basketball                           F           Schofield         3:20-4:20      K,1,2  
Instructor: Peter Sylvester  
Come learn basic basketball skills in a safe, positive environment.  Have fun playing 
in pick-up basketball games and learn the rules of the game.  ($125)  
 
 
 
Intramural Basketball                  F           Schofield           4:30-5:30     3,4,5  
Instructor: Peter Sylvester  
Scrimmage and have fun in a safe, positive environment. Have fun playing in pick-up 
basketball games and learn the rules of the game.  ($125)  
 
 
 
 
Golf I                                             W           Sprague          12:20-1:20       K,1,2  
Instructor: Ken Bellerose             Th          Hunnewell       3:20-4:20        K,1,2  
Introduction to golf using Snag* golf training and aids.  Snag* golf contains all the 
elements of golf.  The game has its own simplified rules and terminology that add 
fun to the learning experience and is somewhere between miniature golf and 
regulation golf.  Snag* golf allows for full shots, pitching and putting. This class will 
be held outside whenever possible.  ($125) 
 
 
 
Golf II             W          Sprague   1:20-2:20        3,4,5 
Instructor: Ken Bellerose          Th  Hunnewell   4:20-5:20        3,4,5 
More advanced class using the Snag* golf system.  This class will be held outside 
whenever possible.  ($125) 
 
 
 
 



Flag Football                                  W           Bates                12:20-1:20       4,5  
Instructor: Peter Sylvester           W           Bates                 1:20-2:20        3  
                                                      W           Bates                 2:20-3:20        2  
       
This class is designed to teach boys and girls the basics of the sport of football.  The 
first 20 minutes of each class will be spent working on drills including receiving, 
passing, running and all game scenarios.  The remaining 40 minutes will be a flag 
football game where the kids will have the chance to play all the different positions 
of football (quarterback, running back, receiver, and defensive positions).  THERE IS 
NO TACKLING IN THIS PROGRAM.  The class will be run by long time Youth Sports 
Director from the YMCA in Needham.  ($125)   
 
 
 
 
Indoor Soccer - Boys  Th Schofield 3:20-4:20  K,1 
Instructor: Peter Sylvester 
Children will learn the basics of the game of soccer.  Each week the children will 
begin class with some instructional drills and then move into a game.  All players will 
have the opportunity to play and learn all the different positions.  The class will focus 
on small game environments which will ensure lots of ball touches for all players. 
($125) 
 
 
 
Indoor Soccer- Girls  Th Schofield      4:20-5:20            K,1 
Instructor: Peter Sylvester 
Children will learn the basics of the game of soccer.  Each week the children will 
begin class with some instructional drills and then move into a game.  All players will 
have the opportunity to play and learn all the different positions.  The class will focus 
on small game environments which will ensure lots of ball touches for all players. 
($125) 
 
 
 
 
Wide World of Sports                        Wellesley Community Center 
Instructor: Peter Sylvester        Th          1:00-1:50        3 Year Olds 
                                                    Th          2:00-2:50       4 Year Olds 

This class will offer a wide variety of fun, active and traditional games.  Games 
highlighted will be Capture the Flag, parachute games, soccer, obstacle courses, 
and many more.  There will be a strong emphasis on developing team skills and 
sportsmanship.  This class is designed for both boys and girls. ($125) 

 


